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REMARKS 

Upon receipt of this response^ the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact 
the undersigned representative of the Applicant to arrange a telephone interview 
concerning the Inventive merits of this application. 

Claims 31-40 and 46-50 are rejected, under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b). as being anticipated 
by Chujo et al. ^68 7. The Applicant acknowledges and respectfully traverses the raised 
anticipatory rejection in view of the following remarks. 

According to the present invention, the gantry 11 of the Interlacing device 1 0 is relatively 
narrow and is displaoeable Inside palletizing machine 1, that Is the gantry 11, e.g., the pair of 
posts {11a) intercornected at a top end thereof by a cross-beam (11b). of the interlacing 
device 10 Is located and movable between the two vertical gantry supports for the palletizing 
machine and vertically below the gripping device 5, by a driving means supported on a chassis 
or a frame 1 9. With trifs kind of constmction, the interfacing device is entirely separate from the 
palletizing machine ' and displacementof the gantry 11, of the Interlacrng device 10, can be 
easily adapted to difierent width of products or pallets and for different palletizing machines. 

Tuming now :o the applied Chujo et al. '687 reference, the gantry (rectangular frame) 
16 of the interlacing device according to this reference is fixed on the floor-and thus not 
dlsplaceable relative the palletizing machine 1-and supports a movable supporting plate 36 
which Is driven by a « tep motor 38 along supporting members 32 to displace spacers 10. feed 
by the elongate members 54, between two alternate end positions In an interlacing plane 
perpendicular to the i jiass plates 12. The device according to Chujo et al. ^687 is specifically 
designed to interpos-e spacers between adjacent glass plates located on a pallet (column 1. 
lines 7-12). The gani ry 16 is relatively large and supports all the driving means for moving the 
movable supporting plate 36, the members 54, and the rollers 68 to feed spacers 10. 
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It is to be appreciated that this kind of construction is not adapted to be integrated into 
or located within an interior space of the gantry of a palletizing machine which is equipped with 
a gripping device 5, as with the presently claimed Invention, while still aJlowing a gripping device 
to vertically lower tubes, for example, onto a pallet for the palletizing machine 1 . The gantry 1 1 
of the interiacing device 10 is allowed to be located within and cooperate with the palletizing 
machine without interfering with operation of the gripping device 5 of the palletizing machine 1 . 

In order to emphasize the above noted distinctions between the presently claimed 
invention and the apolied art of Chujo et al. ^687 . the independent claims 31 and 46 both now 
recite the features of the at least one Interiacing gantry (11,11') comprises "at least two upright 
posts joined at the ti^p by a cnjss-beam" and the drive means" is operated independently of 
operation of the palletizing machine (1)" and the drive means displaces "the interiacing 
gantry (11, 11"), witnin the palletizing machine (1) and relative to a base structure of the 
interiacing device (10,10'). between at least two alternate end positions so as to displace 
altemately the guide (20. 20') In at least one interfacing plane (P) that is essentially 
perpendicular to the palletized products (2) from one side to another side of the transport 
pallet (7)." Such features are believed to cleariy and patentably distinguish the presently 
claimed Invention from all of the art of record, including the applied art of Chujo et aL ^687. 

Next, claims 41-45 are rejected, under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b). as being anticipated by 
Agne et al. '601 . The Applicant acknowledges and respectfully traverses the raised anticipatory 
rejection in view of the following remarks. 

According to the teachings of Agne et aL '601. the interiacing device Is formed as a 
single unit with the pi^tletizlng machine. Even if the equipment, according to the teachings of 
Agne et al. '601. is p rovided with Its own driving means (e.g., a pneumatic cylinder 42), It is 
respectfully submitted that such equipment cannot be readily be adapted to another palletizing 
machine and, in any event, fails to either anticipate or render obvious the presently claimed 
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RespectfuJiy subm/tted. 




Michae 

Customer No. 

Dav/s Bujo/d S/Danlels. P.LL.C. 
112 Pleasant Street 
Concord. NH 03301-2931 
Telephone 603-226-7490 
Facsimile 603-226-7499 
E-mail: Datent^davisandbu|Qld com 
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